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URGENT: USCCB NATIONWIEE BUTTETIN EWSgNg

Stop Abartion Funding in lleatth Care Refornn!
Protect Conecience
Ensure AfTordable Heslth Coverage
Allorv Immigrants to Purchase Private llealth Insurance

As long-time advocfltes of henlth care reform, the U,S. Catholic bishops continue to make the moral

case thst geluine health csre ref+rra rnust protect the life, dignity' conscienqes and heaith of all'

espocially the poor a*d vulnerable. Heetth cere reforrn shouTd not aclvance a pro-aboriioti agenda iti

our country'
. On Novenrber ?, the U,S. Flouse of Representatives passed major health care reform that

reaffirms the essential" lorrgstanding una *id*ly supported policy against usitrg fecleral f'rnds

for elective abortions and i]ncludes [ositive measures on affordabiliry and itnmigrants'

. On Decernbe t M,the l,r.S. Senate rejected this policy and passed lealth care reform that

requires federal funds t0 help subsidize and promote healttr pian! that ccver siective

abortions. All purchasers of such plans wilt be required to pay for other people's abortions

through a separate paynn*nt solely to pay for abcrtion'

. Ontside the abortion ccn+-ext, neither bill has adequate conscience prate+tion i"or healttr care

providers, Piatls or emPloyers.

. Thess two biils rnu$t now be combined into one biil thst both the Hcuss and Senate will vote

o,n irr frnal fom. provisions Bgsinst abortion funding and in iavor of conscien0o protection,

affordability" and immigrantsi access to health cax'e must be part of a fair and just hoalth care

roform bill, or the finsl bill must be opposed'

ACTTON: Contacr ygrir Represerrtativs and Senators tcday by e-mail, phcne cr FAX'

r To send a pre.wfitten, il:stgnt e-mail to Congress go to wtwv',usccil.olgiaction'

i Call the U.-S. Capitol switchboard at:202-274-312L or call your Membets' toca! offices"

Contaot info cgn be found on Membgrst wsb sites at ww\u.house,gw & wwrv.senate'gov'

MBSSAGE-HOUSE;
ool am pleased that the House health oare bill melntains the longstanding policy against

f.d*.ai funcling of abortion. I urge you to work to uphotd essential provisions against

sbortion fundiig, to irrciude fuliconssience protection and to assure that health care is

accessibie and sfiord*lie for all. Until and unloss tli*se criteria are *let' I urge you sc oppcss

tho final biii."

MESSAGE-SENATE:
,,I am deeply disappointed that the Senate health care biil fails to rnointain the longstanding

policy .guiort fedeial frrnding of abortion and does not include adequate protection for

oonr*i"ri.e. I urge you to strpport essential provisions against abortion funding, similar to

those in the House bill. Include full conscience protection and assurs that heaith sare is

ancessibls and affordable for all. Until and unless these criteria arq tnsi, I urge you to oPp0se

the final bill,"

WIIEN: Votes in the Flouse and Senate on the final biil are expected in January.

Act today! Thsnk Youl
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